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Immigrant Rights Leaders Highlight NYPD Profiling Immigrants 

Face Outside Stop-and-Frisk Trial  
Group, including survivors of family and intimate partner violence, trafficking, and homophobic and transphobic 

violence, call for end to profiling, stop-and-frisk abuses and police collaboration with Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement (ICE)  

 

New York, NY – As the fifth week in the federal lawsuit, Floyd v. City of New York, drew to a 

close, immigrant rights advocates gathered to pack the court and rally at 500 Pearl Street.  These 

advocates included survivors of trafficking, family and intimate partner violence, and 

homophobic and transphobic violence, calling for an end to discriminatory policing practices, 

including stop-and-frisk, and for just immigration reform that strengthens rather than threatens 

our communities. In particular, they called for an end to the collaboration between Immigration 

and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and police and for the of Community Safety Act’s ban on 

discriminatory profiling pending in the New York City Council (Intro. 800-A). 

 

Stop-and-frisk, which has increased by more than 600% under the Bloomberg administration, is 

just one of the many discriminatory policing practices employed by the NYPD that target people 

of color and immigrants. During the past 10 years, the U.S. has deported over 3 million people, 

more than over the past 100 years combined. Secure Communities, or “S-Comm,” is an 

important tool in this mass deportation. 

 

In May 2012, ICE activated S-Comm throughout New York. Under S-Comm, local police send 

every arrestee’s fingerprints to immigration at booking to allow for the rapid identification of 

potential deportees. This happens despite Governor Cuomo’s suspension of the program in 2011 

due to serious concerns raised by advocates, including how it undermines community safety by 

fueling racial profiling, mistrust in the police and unjust deportations. The many stories of 

survivors of violence
1
 facing deportation highlight the dangers of the expanding collaboration 

between NYPD and ICE. 

 

“Our communities are being torn apart and destabilized by the merger of local police with ICE,” 

said Alisa Wellek, Deputy Director at the Immigrant Defense Project, “We must continue to 

fight for truly safe and secure communities—locally, for an end to the racial profiling and 

harassment by police, and federally, for just immigration reform that ends mass deportation 

programs like S-Comm.” 

 

Discriminatory policing practices target low-income communities of color, youth, homeless 

people, LGBT people, people with disabilities, and immigrant communities. In New York City, 

                                                        
1 “The High Cost of Collaboration Between ICE and Police: Perspectives from Survivors of Violence, Sex, 

Workers, and LGBTQ People” available at http://newyorkagainstdeportation.wordpress.com/anti-violence-
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many people share many of the above identities. For many immigrants, police stops, profiling 

and false arrests then lead to immigrant detention and deportation. 

 

“Transgender communities are disproportionately impacted by discriminatory policing because 

they are routinely profiled as sex workers, and charged with loitering, disorderly conduct and/or 

lewd conduct simply because they appear ‘suspicious,’” said Pooja Gehi, Director of the 

Immigrant Justice Project at the Sylvia Rivera Law Project. “ This means transgender 

immigrants are disproportionately likely to be torn from their communities and placed in 

removal. What our clients need is a real path to lawful status, through which they can express 

their gender identities, expressions and whole selves without fear of criminalization and 

deportation.” 

 

“Our immigrant communities are already subject to excessive and unnecessary racial profiling.  

Over-zealous policing combined with S-Comm, puts immigrants at greater risk for deportation, 

threatening to undo years of meaningful participation in the labor market,” said Juan 

Cartagena, President and General Counsel, LatinoJustice PRLDEF. “We urgently need the 

Community Safety Act, Intro. Bill 800-A, in order to expand the categories of individuals 

protected from discrimination to also include immigration status, providing an additional safety 

and accountability mechanism for our community. What we need is justice and compassion, not 

the “mano dura” of an inflexible criminal justice regime.” 

 

“We have witnessed firsthand what the war on drugs and the criminalization of immigrants has 

wrought on families in Washington Heights and the Bronx,” said Angela Fernandez, Executive 

Director of Northern Manhattan Coalition for Immigrant Rights. “Our community’s contact 

with the criminal justice system has had devastating immigration consequences, from mandatory 

detention to permanent exile from their loved ones and community.  Overlay stop-and-frisk and 

the result is the further criminalization of immigrants in our community.”  

 

"In 2011, the National Coalition of Anti-Violence Programs, coordinated by the New York City 

Anti-Violence Project (AVP), found that LGBTQH undocumented survivors of hate violence 

were over two times more likely to experience physical violence than people who were not 

undocumented,” said Chai Jindasurat, of the New York City Anti-Violence Project. “In the 

face of such high rates of violence the Secure Communities program increases fear, barriers to 

safety, and risk of detention and deportation for LGBTQH immigrant survivors and should be 

ended." 

 

“Every immigrant that enters a precinct is subject to S-Comm regardless of how or why we were 

arrested and whether or not our arrests were based on profiling,” said Abraham Paulos, 

Executive Director of Families for Freedom. ”Stop-and-Frisk not only violates our rights, but 

strips us of our dignity in front of our family and friends. S-Comm and Stop-and-Frisk need to be 

terminated to save the New York City communities we know and love.” 
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