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My name is Shelby Chestnut, and I am a Senior Organizer at the New York City Anti-
Violence Project. I am reading the statement of the Anti-Violence Advocates Coalition 
Against Deportation.  

 
We work with survivors of family and intimate partner violence, human trafficking, 
sexual assault, and homophobic and transphobic violence throughout New York City.  
Our communities have frequent interaction with police, and we came together to bring 
an end to the dangerous collaboration between ICE and the NYPD that is undermining 
decades of advocacy to protect our rights.   

 
Although we represent particular constituencies, we fight for the fundamental rights of 
all.  

 
Our communities are facing massive deportations. We are encouraged that the City 
Council is taking an important step to protect some from being turned over to ICE, but 
the City must expand the bill as too many people are still at risk. 

 
ICE/police collaboration exacts too high a cost.  
 
One cost is public safety. Survivors of violence face the increasingly difficult choice 
about involving police in abusive situations since it may result in deportation. The loss 
of community trust have been raised by many, including Commissioner Kelly and 
Sheriff Baca of LA County, once a key supporter of S-Comm who recently announced he 
would not comply fully with ICE detainer requests. 
 
Another cost is our ability to protect communities from harmful interactions with 
police.  LGBTQ people who are repeatedly targeted for arrest based on sexual 
orientation and/or gender identity profiling. When arrested, LGBTQ non-citizen 
survivors are often funneled from the criminal legal system into remote immigration 
detention centers, increasing their fear of reporting violence and making their lack of 
access to services more severe. In addition deportation may result in their return to a 
country with homophobic and transphobic policies that further endanger their safety. 
 
Another cost is the extreme consequences of interaction with the criminal justice 
system that non-citizens face, including separation from their children and deportation. 
Police officers still commonly mis-arrest both the abusive partner and survivor when 
addressing a domestic dispute, especially in cases that involve LGBTQ people.  
Survivors of violence are often arrested and convicted of a multitude of crimes, 
including assault and criminal contempt, because abusers and traffickers commonly 



manipulate the legal system as a form of control and punishment.   Others have 
convictions related to trauma and economic instability—common offenses include drug 
possession and petty larceny.  Once turned over to ICE detention—which often means 
being transferred far from legal and personal support—people face an incredibly 
difficult time fighting a pending criminal charge, reuniting with children, or fighting 
their deportation.  It becomes even more difficult to screen people for abuse or 
trafficking. Even though immigration remedies, such as U or T visas, may be available, 
many are unable to access them.  

 
This story is an example of a common situation. Carmela married a man who 
promised to provide for her if she came to the U.S.  Her husband then forced her 
into prostitution and to purchase drugs for him.  Carmela was convicted of 
prostitution, trespass, and drug possession. After she escaped, Carmela sought 
counseling and eventually connected with service providers and received T 
status for survivors of human trafficking.  Carmela was the first person to vacate 
all of her convictions under New York’s “Vacating Convictions Law,” for 
trafficking survivors. If S-Comm had been in effect when Carmela was arrested, 
she most likely would have been immediately placed in deportation proceedings 
and would not have been granted the T status that stopped her deportation.   
Even if she was eligible for diversion programs or supportive services, the judge 
may have prevented her from participating if she had an ICE hold request. 
 
Having a prior misdemeanor or a pending charge should not mean a life sentence of 
exile. We cannot allow ICE’s dragnet for so-called “fugitives” and “criminals” to destroy 
our City. The merger of the criminal legal system with an unjust deportation system 
undermines basic civil and constitutional rights for lawful permanent residents and the 
undocumented alike, and makes us all less safe.     

 
We look forward to working together until ICE is completely out of New York – which is 
the only way that we believe we will have real community safety. 

 


